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Protecting and 
strengthening 
Medicare
MedicarePlus strengthens the three pillars 
of Medicare that have protected us for 
over 20 years.

 More opportunities for bulk billing.
GPs receive an additional $5 for every 
bulk-billed service to children under 
16 and Commonwealth Concession 
Card holders.

 New MedicarePlus Safety Net 
provides concession card holders and 
families receiving Family Tax Benefit 
(A), cover for 80% of out-of-pocket 
costs above $500 per individual or 
family per year. All other Australians 
will be covered for 80% of their out-
of-pocket medical costs above $1000 
per individual or family per year.

 Provides more doctors and better 
access to medical care for residents 
of aged care homes.

 Increases the number of doctors and 
nurses in the community through 
support for the equivalent of 1,500 
full-time doctors and 1,600 full-time 
practice nurses - especially in areas of 
most need.

 Easier Medicare claims for people 
who are not bulk billed – no more 
need to stand in a Medicare line.



How the national issues aff

“My voting record in Parliament help

“Supporting the Prime Minister on the important 
issues is helping bring real benefits to the 

people of Canning.”
DON RANDALL

What Don has voted for to make
our communities even better



ect the people of Canning

“Over the next 12 months I will work hard to support 
these priorities…”

Don Randall

s ensure a safer more secure future for all Australians”



Don Randall

‘Focussing on the important issues is
delivering results for all Australians’

Australia remains in a secure position. 
That’s because the Coalition is delivering 
strong government and responsible 
economic management in the national 
interest. The Australian economy has 
continued to grow solidly - outperforming 
most other developed economies 
- and that’s good news for families and 
businesses in the Canning electorate.

Despite a testing year which included 
terror and war overseas, and bushfires 
and devastating drought at home, the 
Howard Government remains focussed 
on the important issues - delivering 
real benefits for Australians, especially 
working families.

From 1 July this year, every Australian 
taxpayer in Canning benefited from 
personal income tax cuts.

This practical measure included 
increases in personal income tax 
thresholds.

These build on the tax cuts the 
Coalition delivered in 2000 - the largest 
income tax cuts Australia has ever had.

Low income earners in Canning also 
benefited with an increase in the low 
income tax offset from $150 to $235.

The Government delivered a budget 
that had a surplus of $2.2 billion - with 
every cent being used to pay back the 
debt left by Labor.

The Coalition has repaid over $63 billion 
of Labor’s $96 billion debt, and is keeping 
interest rates at around their lowest levels 
in 30 years.

The current unemployment rate is 5.6%. 
It has been 22 years since the rate was 
at this low level. More than 1 million jobs 
have been created since the Howard 
Government was elected in March 1996.

The Coalition is investing an additional 
$2.1 billion over five years in our Defence 
Force to protect Australia’s interests at 
home and abroad.

Australia’s existing domestic security 
arrangements are being further 
upgraded by investing an additional 
$411 million over five years.

This includes an additional $152 million 
to enhance Australia’s intelligence 
capacity to prevent terrorism.

Higher education will be strengthened 
with an additional $1.5 billion over the 
next 4 years while making the system 
more flexible and accessible.

Medicare is a vital part of our health 
system and is being strengthened so all 
Australians can benefit. The Government 
is working to make health care more 
affordable and accessible by investing 
over $2.4 billion in the MedicarePlus 
package.

To improve the care provided by public 
hospitals, the Howard Government has 
also provided $42 billion to State and 
Territory Governments under the new 
Australian Health Care Agreements to 
help make our hospitals better.

And our regional areas will be 
supported with $740 million over three 
years in drought relief assistance, 
especially to help those parts of our 
country doing it tough.
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